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2024 - A year of positive growth and impact

Jitegemee plays a vital role in transforming the lives of children by providing 
comprehensive educational support. This includes not only covering school fees but 
also offering mentorship, guidance, and a nurturing environment that empowers 
students to thrive academically and personally.  By making targeted investments 
in holistic education, Jitegemee provides not just academic instruction but also 
the tools, mentorship, and support systems children require to break the often-
intergenerational chains of poverty and to confidently emerge as proactive agents of 
positive transformation within their local communities. 

Additionally, the support Jitegemee provides extends beyond the students and into 
the community. This year, the Street Business School trained 30 youths from the 
community, 14 on-campus parents, and 60 parents from the Machakos Community.  
We also initiated the Re-Igniting Dreams Project in Mlongolo focused on educating 
children and the community on, and combatting the sexual exploitation of youth. This 
level of impact underlines Jitegmee’s belief in a comprehensive ecosystem of support 
that benefits the entire community.

Jitegemee’s Impact on Machakos and Beyond



A Letter from the Director

Jennifer Katiwa, Executive Director

Dear friends of Jitegemee,

At Jitegemee, 2024 was a year of expansion! We expanded our economic 
empowerment program and set up a satellite office in Mlolongo, a few kilometers 
from the capital city,  Nairobi. This was in a bid to stop sexual exploitation  of 
children and youth within the Mlolongo-Malaba transport corridor, through the  
Re-igniting dreams project which was a great success. 50 project participants 
were trained in different vocational fields. We are proud that this new initiative 
was led by Peter Muasya, who is one of Jitegemee graduates and our Economic 
Empowerment manager.

When Segal Family Foundation graduated Jitegemee and put us in the Alumni 
Organizations, the management was devastated and feared for the worst. We 
reached out to our donors and especially the Wacker’s who were so empathetic 
to Jitegemee, an Organization they have funded for decades.  They agreed to 
reach out to their friends and their networks to vouch for Jitegemee support and 
resource mobilization. They bridged the gap left by Segal Family foundation and 
through their support the year was a success without which Jitegemee would not 
have made it in 2024. Our board members who couple as donors also doubled 
or increased their funding to Jitegemee and even gave earlier to support the 
programs.

Through the connections of the Jitegemee board members in 2024, we got a new 
partner, TDh Netherlands. A project to stop the sexual exploitation of Children 
and youth through vocational training and Rights Education, this partnership 
has been a great success. Friends raising has been one of the support systems 
for Jitegemee. A big thank you to the Machakos community for both in-kind and 
financial support. A shout out to Semara and Gelian Hotels, who have been quite 
supportive of Jitegemee’s work.

It is through your support and belief in Jitegemee’s work that many students 
who, without our assistance, would not be in school or would not complete their 
education. Jitegemee is a source of hope and an example of how grassroots 
organizations can bring continuous and consistent change for vulnerable 
communities.  

With gratitude,
Jenniffer Katiwa, Executive Director



Tubonge Tournament
The Tubonge Soccer Tournament has become a match to 
look forward to each year at Jitegemee’s annual Health 
Day event. In Swahili, “Tubonge” means “Let’s talk” and 
is a key principle in clinic activites to promote healthy 
communication and dialogue about health matters.



Overcoming the odds

Kaloki’s story is one of overcoming significant odds. 
Raised by a single, unemployed mother, his family 
faced immense financial hardship, making access 
to basic necessities, let alone education, a constant 
struggle. Joining the Jitegemee family during his 
primary school years proved to be a turning point. 
His hard work culminated in a strong KCPE score of 
373 marks, which paved his way to a top secondary 
school, where Jitegemee’s support continued to be 
a cornerstone of his education. With a heart set on 
making a difference in people’s lives, Kaloki now aims 
to pursue a medical degree at the university.

In a truly remarkable display of both inherent 
leadership and heartfelt gratitude, Kaloki made the 
commendable choice to spend his entire December 
holiday generously volunteering his valuable time 
to tutor his fellow secondary school students. This 

thoughtful holiday initiative beautifully exemplifies 
the strong and nurturing sense of community that 
Jitegemee actively cultivates. It offers an essential 
platform for robust academic exchange amongst 
the students, enabling them to share insights, 
tackle difficult subjects collaboratively, and foster 
significant social bonding and peer support. 

Kaloki’s outstanding achievement in the 2024 KCSE, 
attaining a remarkable mean grade of A- as the top 
candidate in his secondary school and among all 
Jitegemee beneficiaries, is a testament to the power 
of personal dedication coupled with unwavering 
support. This quiet yet resolute young man credits 
his success to hard work, the consistent backing of 
Jitegemee, and the guidance of his teachers.  We 
commend Kaloki on his outstanding performance and 
wish him every success in his future endeavors.

“Kaloki’s outstanding achievement offers a compelling reflection 
of Jitegemee’s deep-rooted and unwavering dedication to creating 
impactful opportunities and fostering a more secure, stable, and 
brighter future for vulnerable and deserving children.”

Jitegemee Board Members celebrate four of our team 
graduating as Street Business School coaches

A Street Business School participant 
shows off her basket weaving.

A Street 
Business School 

participant shows 
off her basket 
weaving skills.



Re-Igniting Dreams in Mlolongo
“For many years, participants would come to Jitegmee, but 2024 
proved it was possible for Jitegemee to take our services to them.”

Jitegemee Board Members celebrate four of our team 
graduating as Street Business School coaches

A Street Business School participant 
shows off her basket weaving.

A Street 
Business School 

participant shows 
off her basket 
weaving skills.

2024 saw Jitegemee grow from one office in 
Machakos to setting up a satellite office in Mlolongo. 
This growth was made possible by our partnership 
with Terre Des Hommes Netherlands, in the Re-
igniting Dreams Project. 

The Re-igniting Dreams project aimed to contribute 
to the reduction of sexual exploitation of children 
and youth aged 11 to 24 years in Machakos County 
(Mlolongo). The 15-month evidence-informed 
project leveraged lessons learned from the previous 
Wezesha Vijana project in 2022-23 and had two 
actionable outcomes: 

	 Youth at risk and survivors of sexual 		
	 exploitation have expanded economic 	
	 opportunities through acquisition of relevant 	
	 vocational/technical, entrepreneurial, life 	
	 skills and employability skills, and being 	
	 aware of their rights 

	 Local community, private sector and 		
	 other key state and non-state actors have 	
	 adequate capacity and better coordination 	
	 to collaborate in active prevention, reporting 	
	 and response to sexual exploitation of 	
	 children and youth.  

50 project participants were enrolled and trained 
in different vocational courses of their choice.  They 
were provided with training on the job-market, 
relevant skills, and received psychosocial support. 
They were educated on sexual and reproductive 
health, children’s rights, and safeguarding. The 
project recorded a 94 % pass rate in the NITA 
examinations indicating the effectiveness of 
vocational training support and dedication of the 
Jitegemee team, trainers and the learners. 

Additionally, Jitegemee empowered 1019 caregivers 
and community members on detection, prevention 
and reporting of sexual exploitation of children 
through community dialogues. 577 children were 
educated on child rights through child right clubs that 
encourage children’s participation in leadership. 

The project also involved the private sector, including 
bar owners and managers. State and non-state 
service providers were capacity built to provide 
intersectional, responsive and trauma-informed care 
to survivors of child sexual exploitation. A major win 
was the development of a code of conduct by bar 
owners, lodges and brothels that sets forth standards 
and the responsibilities of private businesses in 
preventing sexual exploitation of children.

1.

2.



Our school support program provides sponsorship 
to very needy students living in Machakos. We select 
students on an annual basis to receive sponsorship 
for Primary through post-secondary Education fees. 
We provide books, stationery, uniforms, shoes, food, 
and tuition or examination fees. As students progress 
through the school system, we also provide boarding, 
school fees, and Holiday tuition support for students 
who are admitted to secondary schools, and then on 
to college or university. 

In 2024, all our students performed exceptionally 
well, with seven candidates in primary scoring over 
300 marks out of the possible 500. We had 16 
candidates sitting for the Kenya Certificate of Primary 
Education (KCPE), and we are especially very proud of  
seven university graduates this year:

Mercy Nzaumi - Bachelor of Education Science, Meru 
University

Veronica Wanjiku - Bachelor of Education in Special 
Needs, University of Eldoret

Ian Mutinda - Bachelor of Business Information 
Technology, Multi Media University

Alex Kyui - Diploma in ICT, Wote Technical Training 
Institute

Noel Muema - Diploma in Community Nursing, Kenya 
Medical Training College, Wote

Ken Karani - Electrical Installation, Don Bosco Boys 
Training Institute

Richard Musau - Electrical Installation, Uwezo College

 ‘’I hereby send my gratitude to the whole Jitegemee family for 
always being my pillar throughout the journey. I don’t take it for 
granted, it’s such a blessing.’’       - Veronicah Wanjiku

Congratulations to our 2024 graduates



Health 
Impact Health and lifestyle Matters

Our Health Program supports healthy lifestyles and helps provide 
students and community members with access to health care.

This year’s annual health day was held in August at 
the Jitegemee campus. We extend a special thanks 
to our partners Dr. Kilonzo, a practicioner at Bkay 
Healthcare Center in Machakos, and the Machakos 
Level Five health practicioners. 

The one-day event provided students, caregivers, and 
community members with access to examinations, 
laboratory screenings, and to recieve treatment.  Over  
200 students and 150 parents/caregivers recieved 
check-ups and medical treatment.

In addition to the health clinic, Jitegemee also hosted 
the annual Tubonge Soccer Tournament and field day.  



Rotary Club Visit
Rotary Club Member Joyce Graff and Jitegemee 
Board Member Shulamit Kahn visited the campus 
and celebrated with this years graduates. 



Our 
Jitegemee 

Family
Board of Directors - Having a global impact
Thank you to our Board Members in Kenya and across the globe. We 
are truly grateful to them for volunteering their time and expertise.

Jitegemee Board Members celebrate four of our team 
graduating as Street Business School coaches

Your unwavering dedication, passion, and leadership 
have been the wind beneath our wings this past 
year. We wouldn’t be where we are today without 
your expertise, strategic guidance, and unwavering 
commitment to our mission.

From guiding our vision to supporting our impact in 
the Machakos community, your contributions have 
been instrumental in driving Jitegemee’s success. 
Thank you for believing in us and for constantly 
pushing us to make a positive difference.

Thank you for your continued support and for being a 
part of the Jitegemee family! 

Kenyan Board: 

Dr. Agnes Wanza Mutuku (Board Chair), Joseph Mawili 
Mwongela (Board Secretary), Lydia Kimondo (Board 
Treasurer), Martina Amoth, Chris Kimanthi Mutua, 
Dominic Muasya

International Board: 

Abby Kral (Board Chair), Shefali Frampton (Board 
Treasurer), Cathy Mosca (Board Secretary), Shulamit 
Kahn, Jacqi Mosselson, Christina Stellini-Orr, Mark 
Palmer, Desire Aime Nshimirimana, Jill Geary, Verity 
Norman-Tichawangana

Is this 
Faith and 
Catherine?



2024
financial
summary

2024 Operations Expenditure 
39,603,078 KSH ($306,466 USD)

BREAKDOWN BY CATEGORY:

School Sponsorship & Support 
9,836,178 KSH ($76,117 USD)

Feeding Program
3,301,025 KSH ($25,545USD)

Economic Empowerment
14,564,221 KSH ($112,705 USD)

Health & Wellness
1,438,967 KSH ($11,135 USD)

Kenya Admin & Support
8,909,582 KSH ($68,946 USD)

2024 financials
Our 2024 expenditure was 33,991,950 KSH / $306,466 USD. Below 
is the breakdown of how we spent funds across our program. 

Non-Operating Expenses
1,553,103 KSH ($12,019 USD)

22%

25%

8%4%

37%

4%



In addition to our individual donors, we would also like to thank:

A year of strong support
The year 2024 was another strong year of fundraising for Jitegemee. 
We recieved personal donations from over 125 individuals. Every 
single donation makes a difference, and we extend our heartfelt 
gratitude to each and every one of our supporters.

Kate Aksadi
Des Allen
Arlene Ash
Fanta Atkinson-Booth
Donna Barry
Leslie Beckford
Allyson Black-Foley
Christine Braganza
Erica Brooks
Heidi Brooks
Michelle Brooks
Sean Burke
Caroline & Naveed 
Butler-Rahman
Reni & Luke Cadigan
Myles Caggins
Peter Cahn
Tovah Calderon
Abigail Callahan
Bithiah Carter
Robert Chege
Elizabeth Cho
Darlene Connors
Jolyon Cowan
Amit Dang
Anya Dang
Winston Daley
Alexa & Gaston De 
Los Reyes
Joe Demeo
Mary Dixey
Alexandra Drane
Mariah Edwards
Gillian Erhabor
Amory Files

Mike & Mary Ellen 
Finnell
Jo Flacks
Mark Fleming
Jody & Louis 
Forchheimer & 
Kaplow
M. Ford
Vanessa Foster
Judith Frampton
Sarah Frederick
Yasmin Ghassab
Antonio Giordano
Philip Gourevitch
Joyce Graff
Thomas & Maura 
Griffin
Kim Harding
Patricia Harris
Keanne Henry
Stephen Hoff
Tito Jackson
Zakia Jarrett
Patrice Jean-Baptiste
Giselle Joffre
Jeff Katz
Ayse Kaya
Dr. Kilonzo
Monica Knopf
Kristin Koha
Sarah Iselin
Nell Lake
Daniel Leist
Aisha Lynn
Jeeyoung Madison
Linda Marc-Clerisme

Morri Markowitz
Liz McEachern-Hall
Margaret McKinnon
Shellee Mendes
Douglas Miller
Catherine Mosca
Chris Mutua
Nicholus Muasya
Kioko Mwosa
Anthony Nader
Antoine and Helaine 
Nader
Dahlia Nadkarni
Nicole Narang
Ethan Nasr
Daria Neal
Verity Norman-
Tichawangana
Christa Nunez
Vivian Okoro
Aatiyah Paulding
Eric Plaks
Gary Prado
Daniella Prussia
Nabin Pudasaini
Delando Pugh
Shehzad & Veena 
Rajpal
Judy Rakowsky
James Rebitzer
J. Rikoski
Ronald Rosenberg
Michelle Ross
Monet Salon
Maralee Schwartz
Susan Seligson

Heidy Servin-Baez
Mary Skelton Roberts
Kseniya Slavsky
Tiffany Staunton
Demress Stockman
Tammy Tai
Renisha Talbot
Matthew Tambiah
Katherine Trier
Deborah Urbelis
Kira Walkup
David & Miriam Weil
Levina Wong
Alyson Yablonskie
Emily Yee
Wei Zhang
Shirley Zhao            

A Big Thank You to All Our Donors in 2024:

Grants  
Elma Philanthropies
Global Fund for Children
Anonymous Foundation
A.M. Fund
Terre Des Hommes Netherlands

Family Foundations  
The Columbus Fund
The Columbus Jewish Foundation 
Jody E. Forchheimer Fund
Kahn-Lang Charitable Fund
Mosselson Charitable Trust
The National Philanthropic Trust
Workman-Wacker Family Foundation

Individual Donors

In-Kind Donations  
Machakos County Govt.
Mutisya Technical Training Ctr.
Semara Hotel
Gelian Hotel
Machakos University

A Special Thanks to Donors of $1,000 or More
Raymond Bonner
Njeri Gichohi
Daniel Harrison
Jenya Kahn-Lang
Shu & Kevin Kahn-Lang

Ariella Kahn-Lang Spitzer
Abby Kral
Jeff Miller
Oswald Thomas
Mark Palmer

Shefali Rajpal
Liz Spayd
Patrick & Alicia Sweeney
Susan Wilkindon 



the  
gift of 
hope

donatE TODAY
Every donation, whether big or small, makes a difference in the lives 
of our children, parents, and the Machakos community. Please help 
support Jitegemee by donating today.

Jitegemee’s mission is supported in large part by 
the generosity of friends and family around the 
world who share our goal of improving lives through 
education.  

You can join us in these efforts by donating today, 
or anytime throughout the year, using any of the 
following options. Your contributions will help 
ensure Jitegemee continues to provide children and 
their caregivers in Machakos access to education, 
healthcare, and financial empowerment. 

ONLINE BY CREDIT CARD:

www.jitegemee.org 

BY MPESA IN KENYA:

MPesa #4032701
Account Name: Jitegemee

IN THE U.S.A. BY CHECK:

Jitegemee, Inc.
170 East Hadley Road, #52
Amherst MA 01002



Thank You



JITEGEMEE, INC.
www.jitegemee.org

170 East Hadley Road, #52
Amherst, MA. 01002

- and -
PO Box 1100

Machakos, Kenya
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